Shop for shoes, get a Botox shot

In the US, medical
§pas are moving
into malls to reach
more customers
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Amy Andrade had been
thinking about Botox for a
while. S0 when she spotted a
spa like “cosmedical” clinic
in the upscale Dallas mall
gshe visits about once a
month, she was immediate-
Iy interested

When she learned the
clinkc was connected with
oné of Texas' leading med-
ical Institutions, she was
sold. She had Botox injected
into her 32 year old forehead
and near her eyes o smooth
out infinitesimal wrinkles.

“It was greal. | felt like |
was getting a [acial,” An
drade said

Medical spas 1ike the one
at Dallas’ NorthPark Cen
treare booming. The num-
ber in the United States has
jumped from 50 in 2002,
when Bolox injections won
federal approval, to about
2 500 this year, the Interna
tional Medical Spa Associa
tion says. Malls and other
retail sites are the hot loca-

m Dr Jeffrey M Kenkel gives patient Amy Andrade a Botox
treatment at his office in Northpark Mall, Dallas - ap

tlons as companies and
medical institutions move
closer to their customers
Such spas offer minimal
ly invasive cosmetic proce
dures like Botox injections
which relaxes facial mus-
cles o make lines fade, and

fillers like Restylane, which
add yvolums

Not all medical spas have
ties with a major medical in-
stitution like the Klinger
Advanced Aesthetics Cos-
medical Centre, Spa and Sa-
lon at NorthPark, which has

teamed up with the Univer
sity of Texas Southwestern
Medical Center

Some “cosmedical” clin
ics don't even require their
practitioners to be plastic
surgeons or dermatologists

Those who specialise in
the field say involvement by
a plastic surgeon or derma
tojogist ensures consumer
safety Dr Rod Rohrich, pro
fessor of the department of
plastic surgery at the Uni
versity of Texas Southwest.
ern Medical Centre, said
“When you peel back ‘Botox
in the mall," you have a top
notch medical facility in a
mall setting,” he said.

“What you're doing s
you're getting the best of
the best in a place where
people shop and you're do-
ing it safely” The doctors
are generally there just half
a day a week Benjamin
Akande, dean of Webster
University School of Busi-
ness and Technology in St
Louis, said that it's a busi-
ness decision that makes
sense.  “The partnership
with these legilimate enti
ties gives them the Kind of
credibility that cannot be
questioned,” Akande said
“This is as good or better as
you coming to your local
plastic surgeon.” - ap



